Anarchism Without Adjectives

Editor’s Pick. Written by Kevin Carson.

What can we say about the general outlines of a stateless society? First, it will emerge as a
result of the ongoing exhaustion, hollowing out and retreat of large hierarchical institutions
like state, corporation, large bureaucratic university, etc. It will generally be based on some
kind of horizontalism (prefigured by movements like the Arab Spring, M15 and Occupy)
combined with self-managed local institutions. Second, its building blocks will be the
counter-institutions cropping up everywhere even now to fill the void left as state and
corporation erode: Community gardens, permaculture, squats, hackerspaces, alternative
currency systems, commons-based peer production, the sharing economy, and in general
all forms of social organization based on voluntary cooperation and new ultra-efficient
technologies of small-scale production. And third, to the extent that it reflects any common
ideology at all, it will be an attachment to values like personal autonomy, freedom,
cooperation and social solidarity. But the specifics will be worked out in a thousand
particular ways, far too diverse to be encompassed by any verbal model like “communism”
or “markets” (in the sense of the cash nexus).
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